December 4, 2008

 

Dear Friends and Family,

 

Well, the Christmas season is officially upon us.  It is hard to believe that another year is almost over.  Where does the time go?  Anyway I thought that I would send a very overdue update on what is happening with me and with Obedient Life Ministries.

 

My personal life.  I came back to the States in mid-September to help my mother through a major surgery.  She had been in the hospital for a month in July/August when they found a large tumor (a thymoma) in her chest.  It had to come out, and they would have to open her chest by cracking her sternum.  The surgery was scheduled for Oct. 20.  On top of all that she was retiring.  She had been on disability since early September, and had not worked since July.  Her benefits and medical leave were ending on the day before her surgery so we had to get her Medicare benefits lined up.  She already had Parts A & B, but decisions on what supplement and what prescription plan (Part D) still had to be made.  On top of all this decisions about things related to getting her retirement took a lot of time.  I waded through a lot of material, and learned a lot about things with which I was completely unfamiliar. (Imagine, I just thought COBRA was a snake!)  But we got it accomplished, and all in time!

 

Mother’s surgery went well.  No chemotherapy or radiation therapy was needed.  When the pathology report came out it was completely different than the biopsy.  It was only fatty tissue—no thymoma cells!  After eight days she was discharged. After a month she seemed not to be making the improvements that I thought she should be making.  She would be out of breath after just walking across the room.  She ended up back in the hospital on November 21.  She had fluid built up around her right lung.  They ended up putting a chest tube in, and when they were preparing for that they saw an enlarged lymph node between her lungs, so they did a bronchoscopy and biopsied that.  She was in the hospital for seven days, and they released her on Thanksgiving afternoon—just in time for Thanksgiving dinner at my sister’s.  On Monday we got the results that the biopsies were negative, and she is making remarkable progress.  Praise the Lord!

 

Obedient Life Ministries.  For my first two weeks in the States I was home in Clarion, PA.  We did an event that featured teaching on the Feast of Tabernacles that was coming up.  It was complete with a Sukkah (a tabernacle like the Jewish people put up for the feast).  It was really amazing what the ministry board put together with a tent, the catering, and the decorations.  I did a teaching on the feast, and then I told about the work with our foundation in Bulgaria, Balkan Hope Foundation.
 
I had originally planned to come to the States from mid-September to mid-November to raise funds for the ministry, but as you can see, I have been busy otherwise.  I have had no opportunity to speak at any churches since I have been in North Carolina.  Things have just been too unpredictable, and I have not been able to leave my mother alone for very long at a time.  She now seems to be truly getting stronger, so I may be able to go places if I can get them lined up.  On Saturday evening I will speak at a Single’s Ministry Christmas party here in Gastonia where my family lives, and I look forward to that.  At this point the challenge is that we are in the holiday season.  

 

Please pray with me that God will continue provide financially for our ministry.  I believe that if we do what we should be doing that God will take care of such things.  I needed to be here for my mother at this time, and I trust Him for His provision.

 

Balkan Hope Foundation.  The work in Bulgaria has not stopped just because I am here!  The paperwork has all been submitted to the proper authorities to apply for the license to open our first children’s home.  Even more exciting…they have stopped asking for more documents!  (I have had to send three documents from here since I arrived.)  That means that if all goes as expected we should be getting the license the next period they are granting them—probably January.  I am so excited that this day has finally come.  So much work!  So much preparation!  Finally, we will see the beginning of the fulfillment of our vision.  Our first home will be a family style home for six to eight preschool aged children.  This will be our pilot program so that we can have a more solid grip on what the expenses will actually be—not just a projected budget.  I think that the budget we have set is very realistic.  It should give us some “wiggle room”.  However, it is not cheap.  

 

My Prayer Request for the Ministry.  I have asked God for $50,000 on this trip.  We have some money to go toward the children’s home, but I am believing that God will honor this request.  This will cover my living expenses (around $18,000 a year) plus more money for the children’s home.  $50,000 will not totally cover everything, but I believe that is what God wants me to raise at this time.  This is what I believe:

1. My God will supply all my needs according to HIS riches in glory.

2. God’s economy is not trouble, and God’s people can trust in His economy.

3. Just like God supplied the manna from heaven every day, water in desert every day, and caused the clothes of the Israelites not to wear out for forty years, God will do it for His people in the middle of this economic crisis in the natural realm.

4. The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not want!

5. I can be generous, because my God is an abundant supplier.

6. I need not be afraid.

I don’t normally tell what I am looking for financially, and I certainly have never mentioned a figure nearly this big, but I feel that in this time of economic uncertainty I need to put my faith out there.  I have had neither the time nor opportunity on this trip to try to raise it myself.  I believe God led me to believe for this amount, and I believe that He will provide it through His people and businesses.  I struggled about mentioning it, but my faith needs the stretching.  I am not begging, I am making a proclamation!  God will meet my needs.  I am just telling you about it beforehand.  I will tell you when He does it, and I will give Him all the glory!

 

Be blessed in Jesus’ Name!

 

Martin Sutton

      
