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Greetings from beautiful Bulgaria! There is so mtw share since
my last update. We have gotten a lot of work doméhe project.
The favor of the Lord has been with us so strongh¢ had a team
of nine people from Vinga, Romania last week hejpis with the
building project. | have known them for a few y@aow, and it was
an honor to come and work with us. We got the faiods put in,
and the floors all dug out. It was a lot of hararkvin very hot
weather, and they did a great job! It was thegt fmission trip, |
would like to say a special thank you to their pgslackie Ramsey,
a very good friend of mine, and to the men thategbeontin,
Yonchi, and Daniel), and five teenaged boys (Dakid,Samuel,
Cristi, and Petru Thev worked tirelessl

A friend of mine, Clint, sent me an email teasing timat he didn’t see any pictures of me doing
any work. Actually, | have not done a lot of maraor, but here is a picture of me doing
some wheel-barrel duty. | spend most of my timennag to find and buy supplies, and doing
the administrative work. The truth is that | anli stying to get the building plans, and to get
permission to do the next thing. This means mgetiith lots of different people in different
places. It actually works out quite well. Howakthittaker, the man directing the building
project, knows what needs to be done, and whaeded, but doesn’t speak Bulgarian. | speak
Bulgarian, don’t mind pushing people if | needand am not at all skilled at construction work.
So we make a pretty good team. He keeps the wariggand | go a step ahead making sure
that it can all happen legally with all the suppland permissions that are needed. To give an
example from that week, while Howard and the teamevdigging out the foundations, and
preparing to have the concrete poured, | was rgnaiound chasing the chief architect and
structural engineer to find out exactly what neetdeble done. | finally got the plans for the
foundation late Thursday afternoon, and the fouadatwere poured on Friday. We just had
just enough time to do dig out some extra footeeseingineer wanted inside the house, and
increase the concrete order by two cubic metesjtagot done! Whew! If it wasn’t for the
Lord giving me favor with the people like the cha&thitect, the engineers, the mayor, my
neighbors, and others this work could not have la@eomplished. The glory all goes to Him!

About three weeks ago a road crew came and resdrthe road
in front of our property. They just did it on owad. (Rumor in
_.. the village is that | paid for it.) Then the mayold me that they

| were also putting sewerage down our street—jusstraet! He
~ said that we would need it for our project, andhedalked to the
, water works director for our municipality (who jusippens to be
~ from our village), and they agreed to put in sewertr us. |
| didn’'t ask him to do it, but the Lord just putrithis heart. That is
what | call walking in the FOG (Favor of God)!




So, what comes next? We need to build the frofita@anplete the side walls where we have
extended the building, pour some concrete columdsb@ams, and pour the concrete slab for
the first floor. (We were going to go with wooditlzoncrete ends up being a little cheaper,
and it will make the powers that be more comfoeadiout things.) After that we will build
the second floor out of wood, put in the attic floand tile up the roof. That will get
everything protected for winter
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This is the hardest part of the newsletter for onrite, but | know that if | do not tell what
the needs are you will never know. My minimum ninbyyexpenses to live here are at leas
$1200, and that is if there are no other experspay such as car insurance, legal expensgs,
and other incidentals. Now on top of that theeethe expenses for the project that have r n
into the thousands of dollars. The total combidedations for the months of July and
August together have been almost $1,900, whiclelsumder what | personally need just tc
be here for that time period. A week before tlartdrom Romania arrived our account was
down to $25. Praise the Lord, some dear friendsiné sent $3000 to cover the expenses|of
the work for the week when | told them about theche

| realize that the summer is typically a low dooatseason, and with the economic situatio
being what it is that many have a difficult timeigg, or they are afraid to give, but | also
know that God is not having an economic crisis, rydGod shall supply all my needs
according to His riches in glory. | am not compiag, and I still have my joy. | would not
want to be anywhere different, or be doing anythdiifierent. | am asking youo agree with

me in prayer for the needs of this project. Ineoridr us to do what we need to do before
winter sets in (late October, early November) weegwing to need $7.000 for materials anc
labor. We are also going to need $2000 for theptetad building plans. If you can give
any amount it would certainly be appreciated, &ydu cannot give your prayers will
certainly be appreciated. God will stir peoplegsatts that have it to give. | have no doubt$
that it will be done! Thank you for your prayerftdnsideration.
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In my last update | mentioned a few prayer requelséssked you to pray for Dyado Peter (the
man from whom | bought the property), who had b#iagnosed with prostate cancer. | am sad
to inform you that he committed suicide after ahtigf intense pain about a month ago. The
saddest thing is that such a nice man didn’'t kneeiiord, and didn’t have the hope to get
through the situation in any other way. Pray fisrfamily. When | offered prayer this time, they
let me pray for them. Pray that the seeds sow thél yield a harvest in that family.

My neighbor, Fatme, is back from the hospital after stroke, but she is bedfast. | have been
talking with her husband, Nasser, and he will bekig for me tomorrow. He is an alcoholic
and unemployed. Pray that | can reach him forslesu

Baba (Grandma) Ruska, my 80 year old neighbor adhesstreet lost her son to leukemia
shortly after my last update. She is now withaut eelatives. She told me that she was all
alone, and nobody to help her any more. | toldthat | was here, and she could be my
grandmother. | have started taking her food. oAliny neighbors are so desperately poor, and |
am going to have to do something for them. | amkihg of giving them food packages on a
regular basis. | want to start by helping threaif@s. God will make a way!
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In the beginning... When this team arrived... When the team left!!







I hope you enjoyed the pictures. As always | apipte you prayers and financial
support. As you can see, this is a faith endeal/believe that we will be over-comer§
and will succeed in what God has told us to do!ofen we read in the scriptures
about helping strangers, and caring for widowsa@pthans. This is what we are
striving to do here in Bulgaria. | want Balkan Hofpoundation to be a light to the
people around us, and with the help of the Lordwleaccomplish all that we set out
to do. If God be for us, who can be against us@vite you to partner with us in
prayer and finances to see this work and projectenadnead.

If you would like to make a tax-exempt donation y@un send a check or money orde
to Obedient Life Ministries, P.O. Box 267, Clarid?y 16214, or you can make a
donation online through our secure PayPal linkhenmhake a donation page of our
website www.obedientlife.org Again, | ask you to pray for us, because prag/éne
key.

Be blessed in Jesus’ Name!!
Martin Sutton




