
 

 

 

 
A Word from Martin 

 
Spring has sprung here in 

beautiful Bulgaria!  We 
celebrated Easter last 
Sunday.  It was a very 

special day for me.  It was 
Easter, 2006, that I first 

came to preach in Sevlievo, 
and found a wonderful 

church family and home.  I 
have planted my flower 

boxes on the balcony, and 
am expecting a lot of 

blooming and growing not 
only there, but in the 

ministry here.  We are at an 
exciting point, and I can’t 

wait to tell you more about 
it.  Hope you enjoy the 

update. 
Praise Points: 
1. I got my visa renewed 

for another year. 
2. I have not been 

bothered by asthma this 
spring. 

3. My mother bought a 
condo in Gastonia, NC 
near my sister’s home. 

4. God’s provision.  I have 
written the story for you! 

5.  
Quote of the Update 

If you are always running 
into the devil face to face 

you must be heading in the 
right direction. 

 
Rev. Rose E. Short 
(My Grandmother) 

 
May 2, 2008 
 
Balkan Hope Foundation 
 
I have been quite busy with the foundation work.  I have 
rented an apartment for an office now, and am pricing how 
much it will cost to furnish it with all the right furniture and 
equipment.  I am looking at desks, chairs computers, 
printers, file cabinet, and things like that.   
 
Presently I am really concentrating on getting the details 
for a medical shipment to be brought in.  When this finally 
happens it will mark a turning point for us.  Bringing in this 
shipment could provide us with the money to really make 
some important progress.  I am meeting on Monday 
morning with Mr. Ruman Dinev, the Vice Minister of Health 
of Bulgaria.  So please be in prayer.  It is all very exciting! 
 
Obedient Life Ministries 
 
On Palm Sunday our church had a large picnic with a 
couple of our nearby daughter churches.  I had recently 
heard that the church in Gradnitza had a large number of 
children, and that a woman there wanted to work with 
them.  That was one of the churches at the picnic.  I asked 
if they needed any teaching material, and I was answered 
with an excited “Yes!”  The woman’s name is Galia, and 
she and her husband have been Christians for about three 
years.  She has really studied the Scriptures since she 
received Jesus, but she was in need of help.  Fortunately, 
when I was back in the States over Christmas the owner of 
the Bible bookstore in Clarion, Pennsylvania gave me a 
very nice Bible Story Flip-Chart.  It has 52 large pictures 
with a lesson, follow-up questions, and activity 
suggestions—a full lesson for a whole year’s worth of 
Sundays.  So when I went to the picnic I took the flip-chart.  
Galia was so pleased to get it.  You can see her picture 
here.  Thanks, Eunice, for the gift!  Know that it will be put 
to good use! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also see the children playing with a parachute that 
was made by another friend of the ministry, Nancy, and 
was brought over two years ago by a VBS team.  As you 
can see they are still enjoying it!  Several of the children 
from the church in Balabanza said, “See, Chicho Marty, the 
parachute!”  They still remember.  It was a great VBS with 
a huge impact on that community. 

  

 



 

 Young People’s Party  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two weekends ago I had 
another young people’s 
party at my apartment.  
There were some new 

faces this time, and they 
came to church the next 
day!  Everyone likes to 

party with Marty! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The view from my bedroom 
balcony. 

Gorgeous, huh?! 
 

To make a donation  
please send a check or 

money order to: 
Obedient Life Ministries 

P.O. Box 267 
Clarion, PA 16214 
Or you can make a 

donation by credit card 
through our website: 

www.obedientlife.org  
Go to the Make a Donation 

page to find our secure 
PayPal link.  You can also 
download an automatic 

debit form  to have a 
monthly donation of any 
size drawn directly from 
your bank account.  Just 

send the completed form to 
our office.  God bless you 
for prayers and financial 

support. 
 

 

 

 

Testimony of God’s Provision!  
 

Last week I finally got my residency permit renewed again 
for another year, but it was not without event.  I went to 
the immigration office for my final interview, but when I got 
there the head of the department told me that I didn’t have 
enough money in my bank account to get a visa.  In 
previous years I only had to show proof of a valid bank 
account with a positive balance, but then I was told that I 
need 1000 Leva in my account to get my visa.   
 
I knew that there was not much money back in our 
American account, but I thought that if I drew out all the 
money from my account, and took out money from the 
visa that I should be able to pull 1000 Leva together.  So 
that is what I did.  I went to the bank and deposited the 
money.  It was then that I was told that the police had 
called and frozen my bank account for one month.  I 
couldn’t believe it!  The money for my permit, the rent, 
everything was now frozen until May 25.  I didn’t know 
what I was going to do! 
 
When I got back to my apartment my phone was ringing, 
it was my mother.  She had woken up that morning with a 
dream, and felt called to pray for me and had sent an 
offering.   I thanked her, and after we hung up I decided to 
call a friend of mine in Pennsylvania.  When I rang, his 
wife answered and immediately said, “I was just thinking 
of you.  I have a check for you sitting on the table ready 
for me to take to the office.”  That was before I even had a 
chance to tell her what had happened!  When I hung up 
from that call I called a cousin and my sister to have them 
pray.  Then I was going to start sending out emails to try 
to drum up some donations, but I felt the Lord said, “Just 
wait, and see what I will do.”  The next morning I went to 
check my email, and saw that there were a number of 
donations over PayPal and others that were sending 
money.  God more than met the need!  All thanks goes to 
Jesus, our Jehovah Jireh!  
 
All of our immediate needs are more than adequately met, 
but as the summer goes on we will need more funds.  I 
plan to go back to the US in September for a couple of 
months, and there are expenses involved in that too.  God 
knows who has to give, and who doesn’t, but if you have it 
in your heart to help us continue our work here in Bulgaria 
I pray that you will ask God what you are to give.  All 
donations are tax deductible.  More importantly, I ask for 
your continued prayer support.  We are at a critical time in 
our work.  Satan wants to stop us, but the Bible tells us, 
“But when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.”  (Isaiah 
59:19b)  I have given testimony of this right here!   
Be blessed in Jesus’ Name! 
 
Martin Sutton 
 


